Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Sermon:           “Troubles - Not for Long”     

Dedication of Offering      
HOLY COMMUNION  

      *Hymn -                 “Stand By Me”             (See Insert)               

      *Benediction 


* Postlude 

Worship Service: We welcome you today Fifth Sunday of Easter May 7, 2023!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are concerned about safety. We encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. 

OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Esther Masser in loving memory of her husband Kermit.

WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Glory Duttry and Family as her husband Alvin went to be with the Lord on May 1, 2023. We pray for God’s loving presence, peace, comfort and strength for their family during this time.
GREETERS FOR May 7: Robert Endy, Brenda Warner and To be announced. Greeters for May 14 and May 21: Ed & Peggy Berra and To be announced.
LAY READERS: May 7 - Bridget Campbell; May 14 - Ken Bechtel; May 21- Norine Goss. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: May 7 & May 14 - Marie Herb; May 21 & May 28 - Donna Novinger; June 4 & June 11 - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you. The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One. Please join us.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
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                                     May 7, 2023

                            Fifth Sunday of Easter

    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor                                                The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.


The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

   May 7, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM  - Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Communion Servers: Terri Herb, Norine Goss
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                     Seth Guertin                      

L:  Come to the Lord, whose love can dispel all our worries and fears.
P:  Even though we trust in the Lord, we still face the future afraid of the storms life brings.
L:  Commit yourself completely to the care of our loving God. Only then will your faith be greater than your fears.
P:  Come into our hearts, Lord. Abide with us and turn our fears into fearlessness.
L: Come, let us worship our Lord!
      *Hymn -   “O God, Our Help In Ages Past”            Page 52 

*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
When the storms of life come up unexpectedly, Lord, we are afraid they will be our undoing. The winds are too strong, the waves too high, we are sure that we will perish and we are afraid. We cry out to you, O God, and we hear you say: “Be quiet, be still, peace!” Grant us that peace in all our days; strengthen our faith and our courage; and send us out as courageous messengers of that peace. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon

       The Psalm: 31:1-5, 15-16 (Responsive)                                  
L: In You, O Lord, I put my trust; 
P: Let me never be ashamed; Deliver me in Your righteousness.
L: Bow down Your ear to me, Deliver me speedily; 
 P: Be my rock of refuge, a fortress of defense to save me.
  L: For You are my rock and my fortress; 
 P: Therefore, for Your name’s sake, Lead me and guide me.
 L: Pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, for You are my strength.
 P: Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.
L: My times are in Your hand; Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
P: Make Your face shine upon Your servant; Save me for Your mercies’ sake.
  Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles Creed (In Unison)
   I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
   Hymn -       “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”       Page   350                                     
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:   Mark 4:35-41  (Pg. 52 N.T. Pew Bible)    Bridget Campell     

                    John 14:1-6     (Pg. 145 N.T. Pew Bible)                                  
     Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
  Congregation: Thanks be to God!         
     CHURCH CALENDAR
May   7 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
May   8 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee
May   9 - 5:30-7:00PM - Community Meal at Valleys 
May 14 - Mother’s Day -

                 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
May 17 - Bus Trip to Sight & Sound (attendees will park in Valleys parking lot, approximately 8AM to 6pm)
                    Please note: Council Meeting has been moved to May 24 at 7:00PM

May  21 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday May 9th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Ham, Parsley potatoes, Green beans, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals are eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall 

GIRL SCOUT TROOP MEETINGS:
Troops 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays t 6:00-7:30PM

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM

Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday each month 6:00-7:30PM
LIFELINE PREGNANCY BABY BOTTLES CAMPAIGN:  Please return baby bottles by May 21st. Baby bottles are available if you wish to participate, please see sign-up sheet or Marie Herb.
2023 GRADUATES: If there are any 2023 Graduates, please let the church office know their name, (high school/college, degree, activities & Special Honors) by May 14.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are beginning to review candidate profiles. We plan to give more updates as we progress in this process.
PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Gloria Duttry and Family;  *Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); *Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); *Chad Kitchen, (Home); *Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law, had surgery); *Will Porter, (Home, Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); *Barbara (Barb-surgery-May 16) & Dennis Croutharmel; *Diane Shaffer, (Diane- surgery- May 15);  Chris Herb Jr.;  Ed Dobbin; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Randy & Emma Byerly; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Jay Zerby, (Rachael Bryson’s grandson); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. 

In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for May 7, 2023

Invocation:

Mighty God, everything you do reveals your glory and majesty.  Open our eyes to see what you are doing in our lives.  Let us marvel at your good gifts and your wise provision.  You acts are amazing Lord.  We cannot comprehend the number of blessings you pour out on us from day to day.   As we gather today around your name, we pray that you will fill our hearts, our minds and our souls.  Transform us Lord, and make us more like you.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon:

Hear the good news! Christ died for us,

Christ rose for us,

Christ reigns in power for us,

Christ prays for us.

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.

Scripture:  Mark 4:35-41; John 14:1-6

Sermon:


“Troubles – Not for Long” 

Have you heard the story about the little boy who was trying to raise some money by collecting old soda bottles?  The little boy was going door to door in his neighborhood?  When he came to Mrs. Kauffman's house, that is the grouchiest woman in the neighborhood, he asked, "Do you have any old Coke bottles?"

"No!," she answered him.  Then he said, "Do you have any old whiskey bottles?"  "Young man," the woman said, "Do I look like the type of person who would have whiskey bottles?"  He paused for a moment and then asked, "Well do you have any old vinegar bottles?"


Isn't it tragic that people go through life sour, so bitter, so sad that their unhappiness literally shows on their faces?  God meant life to be full, happy, joyous, and meaningful.  All the Beatitudes start with the premise:


"Blessed are the merciful . . ."


"Blessed are the peacemakers . . ."


"Blessed are the pure in heart . . ."


The word blessed in Matthew 5 literally means, "How happy!"  "How radiant!"  "How full!"


But the fact is that many people never find happiness because they are so wrapped up in their troubles.  
This morning I want you to take a step back and ask yourself two questions:  “If I am serving God and doing what He said to do, why do I have troubles?” and “What do I have to do to be blessed?” These questions may not seem to relate to each other but for a lot of people they are related.  Many have been taught that when we do what God tells us to do and we are in His will, we won’t have any troubles.  We have also been taught that when we obey God we will have success in everything that we do.   Still there are others who will tell you that you must do things to earn God’s blessings.  But when we look at the lives of men and women in Scripture, being in God’s will didn’t necessarily mean they were always successful and free from difficulties.  A life of success and no worries and troubles have nothing to do with our obedience to God.  But our willing obedience to Him has everything to do with His ability to act on our behalf. This morning I want you to leave here knowing that based on your relationship with God, even when you are dealing with difficulties, you are still blessed and you have the authority to rise above your problems.  Because of your relationship and fellowship with God you don’t have to seek blessings, they will find you as they found the disciples.

Several of the disciples including Peter, Andrew, James and John were fishermen. As a fisherman in those days they were taught to read the skies in order to forecast the weather. They would look at the clouds and the color of the sky and determine if a storm was approaching. Based on their knowledge of the sea, under normal circumstances, when Jesus asked them to cross by boat to the other side, they probably would not have gotten in that boat because of a possible storm.   However, these were not normal circumstances.  Jesus told them to get in the boat and cross over and they did without question.  Once they were out on the sea, a storm stirred up and water started coming into the boat.  Immediately the disciples panicked and ran to Jesus. Now picture Jesus being sound asleep while this storm is raging and the ship is rocking back and forth. When they woke Him up I can see Him yawning and asking them why they were waking Him.  Immediately they asked Him if He cared that they were about to die. This is a key statement. They had been with Jesus long enough to know a little but not everything. Up until this time they had witnessed Him performing miracles, and they had knowledge that He could do something about their situation – they just did not realize what.  So what they were really saying was “Jesus we are about to die unless you do something!”  Jesus stood up and basically spoke to the wind and the waves and immediately the winds ceased to blow and the waves were still.  After He accomplished this He looked at His disciples and asked them “Do you have no faith?”

The disciple’s faith was shaken when they saw the waves coming over the ship. They knew Jesus could do something, but immediately their faith was shaken.  I can imagine them thinking “You told us to come out here, now do something!”  I’m sure they thought that on the day of the crucifixion as well.

I love the story of the two little girls in Sunday School who were listening as their teacher read the crucifixion story.  The one little girl was upset by the details of the story.  Suddenly, the horror, the cruelty, the ugliness of the crucifixion broke through to her for the first time, and she began to cry.  But her little friend patted her on the arm and said, “Don’t cry Mary!  Don’t cry!  This is one of God’s stories, and God’s stories always turn out good!”

Everything that happens to you and me can be one of God’s stories, and it can “turn out good”  if we do our best and then trust God to finish it.  

When I was younger I worried a lot.  But the more I became acquainted with the Bible and trusted in Jesus, the less I began to worry.  I remember going through one of my “difficult” times and remembering passages in scripture that brought me comfort.  And one in particular was John 14:1-6.  Let me share with you why this passage is so important to me. First of all we think of this passage at a time of death, but it is packed with stuff for life.  The very first line says, “Let not your heart be troubled.”  When I read the word “let” it tells me that I have a choice in the matter. I can literally choose whether to allow my heart to be troubled or not.  Do you see this? Other translations say “Your mind must not be troubled; You must not let yourselves be distressed; or Set your troubled hearts at rest.”  Regardless of how you read this, the message is the same; it is up to us.  So many times we default to responding to our situations instead of rising above them.  To rise above a situation means that you decide not only how you will respond to the situation, but also how you will turn that situation over to Jesus and trust Him, place our dependence in Him.  Jesus is our example of how we should live on this earth.  If Jesus is our example then we are to model His behavior, His actions, His love, and most importantly, His dependence on His Father.

Jesus asked us not to allow our hearts to be troubled – but to believe in God and in Him.  He reminds us that life on this earth is temporary and He has prepared a place for us and that He will come again to receive us. Just as the groom before he receives his bride goes out and prepares a place for them to live, so has Jesus done for us. He has prepared a place for us and will come again and will receive us.  

When I started this message, I told you that there are those who believe that you have troubles when you are out of God’s will and therefore you are not being blessed.  There are those that will tell you that you can only be blessed when you’re doing good deeds. Now I’m not saying that good deeds aren’t good.  They just are not going to protect you from troubles.  Do you think that Jesus ever woke in the morning asking the question - What do I need to do today so that My Father will bless me?  I cannot recall one scripture that gives us the formula to ensure that we receive a blessing from God every day.  Why, because it is not required.  If Jesus is truly our model for our relationship with God, then the relationship that He has with God the Father should be the relationship that we have with Him also. We don’t have to work for God’s blessings.  We are blessed because we belong to Him.

Living in the kingdom of God doesn’t mean we won’t face difficulties. What it does mean is that we have an example to follow – Jesus Christ – in dealing with these situations. When troubles arise, remember God is standing by.  You are blessed, not because you are so good and have earned it, but because you are a child of God. May God Bless and keep you this day and forever.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:
Almighty God, our Heavenly father, we turn to you this morning that we might better know you; that we might in this moment share the deep thoughts within us with you, and in that sharing find a peace within.  

Eternal God and Lord, by your power even death has died, and we rejoice in the new life won by Jesus Christ.  We turn to you in prayer and devotion for your presence where our hearts are at rest and life has direction, and work has meaning and purpose.

Lord, grant that we may serve you as we have been served:  seeing each person as special, observing each person as unique from every other, listening to each person with our hearts as well as our ears.  Hear our innermost thoughts and bring your Spirit forth to meet the many needs today.  We make intercession for all your people, near and far, for brothers and sisters in 
Christ, for those in leadership positions, for those who are weak in body, mind, and spirit, for those to whom the passing years bring loneliness and anger, and for those dealing with declining health. We especially lift up to you in prayer ____________________________________.  Hear our prayer Lord as we pray in the name of Jesus Christ who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen”  

Benediction:

May the inspiration of God the Father, the encouragement of God the Son, and the enlightenment of God the Holy Spirit be yours now and forever.  Amen.

